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"' L. Cubana Airlines

In Book V (the performance of the 1ntelllgence‘J“‘

“aSbaSSlnathD of Pre51aent Kenncdy and then to fully

'reJorﬁ to the Warlen Conm1551on the resultq of the 1n—e<’
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vestigation they did undertake
One such lead dlscussed was a reported flve—

hour delay (6:00 p.m. EST to 11:00 p.m. EST) of a Cu—

bana flight from Mexico City to Havana the evening of
President’Kennedy'e assassination, November 22,'1963Q
(The Investigation ef the Assassinatien of President
John F. Kennedy: ?erformance of the Intelligence Agen-
cies, Book V, Select Committee to Study Governmentel

Operations, 4/23/76, p. 30; Senate Report No. 94-755.)

The most intriguing:aspect_of the SSC account involved
the alleged delay of a Cubana flight to await the arri-
val at 10:30 p.m. EST of aprivate twin—engined aircraft.

(Ibid. p. 60.) The aircraft deposited an unidentified

passenger who boarded the Cubana aircraft without cus- o J
toms clearance and traveled to Havana in the pilot's.
cabin. (Ibia., p. 61.) The source of that lecad was an

Ttalian diplomate, Mario Mauri, who alleQedly was on the ' -

_*sameeflight,(erlg-‘

'AﬁalyeiseL”

ritempted‘to;

ffselectjCommlttee»repore-regardlngAthe "alleged"5 ubaﬁaf _—

"‘AlrJlnes fllght that-ls apparently tne only follow uo by 3fa'

"the Agency on the lead after the %enate report appeared
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The Inspector General's report correoted the state-
ment in the Senate report that the "Central Inteiiigence
Agency had noﬁ information indicating that a following
investigation was conducted to determine that a follow-
ing.investigation was conducted to determine the iden-
tity of the passenger and had no further information
on the passenger, and no egplanation for why a following
investigation was not conducted." (The Investigation of
.the Assassination of President John F. Kennedy. Perfor-
mance of the Intelligence Agencies, Book V, Seleot Com;
mittee to Study Governmental Operations, 4/23/76, p. 30,
Senate Report No. 94-755.) The Inspector General‘Report.
‘ stated that the Central Intelligence Agency conducted
| regular surveiilance of Cubana flights, filing cable

reports to Headquarters (Ibld., p._ll.) There was one

unllateral CIA survelllance team (LIFIRE) that observed

‘farrlvals and departures of Cubana'fllghts,3report1ng

fany{uHUsualﬁreou”ne_‘es and-prov1d1ng coples.of7f11ght ;:Qr

M‘-The Mex1can government had 1ts

'own survellAance team (LITEMPO) at theValrport Wthh proJ

“"v1ded the CIA w1th photographs of passports and copres7v

dfof passenger llStS of 1nd1v1duals travelllng to Cuba.,
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(Ibid., p; 11) Invaddition, telephone tap operations
(LIENVOY)'égainst.the Cubah‘Embassy provided.transcripts
-of-cbnversations‘between.the Cubana'Airlines Office and
the Mexican Airport Control Office. (Ibid., p. 11.)

The LIENVOY transcripts recorded a series of dis-
‘cussions concerning the status of the- November 22, 1963
delayed Cubana flight--when it arrived and when it de-
parted. The trahscripts showed that the flight arrived 
at the airport at 1620 hours (ALl times used_willvbe |
Mexico City time to avoidvconfusion) Mexico City time.
(HScA Staff Review of Novemberk22, 1963 LIENVOY frans—
cripts) Pfior to the arrival of the aircraft, one per-
son stated that the aircraft was due at 1630 hours and
"it will go" at 1739, suggesting a guick turnaround that

would have reduced unloading and loading time, as well as

- serving of aircraft to a relatively short period.'(lbid.)

:ﬁd@éﬁéi} th¢'9ﬁiy{key:répbrt,on #Héldeparturéfof.the;air~.~7~J~w




- the ground in Mexico City for a total of four hours and

- to Study Governmental Operations, 4/23/76,‘p. 30, Senate

- parted at. 2035 hours Mexico Clty tlme, 55 minutes~ahead of

Vthe alleged arrlva

'fethe survelllance coverage of the Mex1can Alrport by

‘:ﬁfboth the CIA and Mex1can government,‘lt was doubtful that

(This form is to be used for material extracted
from ClA—controlled documents.)
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times of the Cubana £flight) (Neither LIFIRE nor the

‘Mexican surveillance team reported the arrival or depar-

ture flights of>the‘No§ember 22, 1963 Cubana Airlines
flight te Cuba) then I.G. concluded that the?e were major
differences between what the Senate Select Committee re-
ported about the'alleged_delayed.Cubana‘flight'and the .

known facts. (Ibid.,rp. 12) The Cuban flight was on

about ten minutes. (Ibid. p. 12) It was not delayed five
hours as reported in Book V. (The Investigation of the
Assassination of President John F. Kennedy, Performance of

the Intelligence Agencies, Book V, Senate Select Committee

Intelligence Report No. 94-755) The Cubana flight de-—

lﬁat 2130 of a prlvate fllght w1th a
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the alleged activity involving the private twin-engined-
aircraft and’passenger would have gone unnoticedvorl
unreported had it occurred. (1977 CIA I.G. Report,

TAB B, p. 12.)

Presumably,‘the discrepancies pointed out by the

Inspector General are meant to explain theifact that

the CIA did not take more a;gressive‘investigative

steps to ascertain whether there might have been some
connection between the delayed flight and the assassina-
tion of John F. Kennedy. In that regard,'the 1977 In-
spector General report explains tha£ the‘Agency had car-
~ried the lead as far as it was able by reviewing the
»surveillance file of the LIFRE and LIENVOY operations and
asking the Mexican surveillance team (LiTEMFO) about

any strange occurrences at the alrport on November 22,

1963 (CIA 1977 IG- Report, p.”l Tab B. )‘ However, ;;Q:‘

'the‘CIA s lack of accese to furtherflnformatlon about thefﬁ

Tmost 1mportantly,ito report whatever 1nformatlon 1t had

,{fito the Warren CommLSSLOn.Q'The Inqpector General s attemots

et

, ~ Clossified by “deriyoﬁg;‘f -
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to denigrate the value of the information provided on
the unidentified alleged Cubana Airlines and unidehti—
fied passenger do not diminish the apparent negligence'
of the agency in seriouely pursuing the informatien as
it was feceived. The CIA is not to be faulted for, the
Strength of its inteliigence gathering, but rather

for the judgement.which kept that intelligence from the
Warren Commission. (The Warren Commission was mandated
to pass on the strength of exactly that kind Qf informa-
vtion.)

Depsite what is now know about the.alleged delay
of the Cubane Airlines flight and the unidentified éas-
senger, the Warren Commission may have wahted_to abrigate
suspicions which would remain, and satisfy itself thaf

these c1rcumstances dld not 1nd1cate forelgn 1nvolvement

1n the aesa551natlon._ The CIA contrlbuted to those

1 Classitied by derivation:.
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Commission out of a desire to not lay bare extremely

sensitive sources and methods of intelligence. = The

LIENVOY and LIFIRE operations fall within that category.

P
A4

| H¥ 53080 DocId:32271305 Page 9




